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In  2  Kings  5  we  read  the  renown  story  of 
Naaman  and  his  leprosy.  Naaman  had  a 
number  of  personal  qualities.  In  the  first 
verse we learn that He was an honorable and 
great  man  in  the  eyes  of  his  commander. 
Naaman  was  a  man  among  men  in  those 
days, and more than likely had a better than 
average lifestyle since he was a commander 
in  the  King  of  Syria's  Army.  From  reading 
that  first  verse  alone  suggests  he  had 
attained  several  accomplishments.  But  this 
man of  valor  had leprosy.  Uh-oh The Bible 
suggests  that  this  overshadowed everything 
else.  Leprosy  was  a  terrible,  unsightly,  and 
contagious  disease  which  often  meant  that 
they could not live in a walled city. In Bible 
times people who had leprosy often lived in 
filthy conditions. The main reason, I believe, 
leprosy is discussed so much in the Bible is 



that it  is  a very graphic comparison to sin. 
Consider  James  1:21  please.  Therefore  lay  
aside  all  filthiness  and  overflow  of  
wickedness,  and receive  with  meekness  the  
implanted word, which is able to save your  
souls.  The point here is if you did not want 
leprosy then you stayed away from them. In 
most  cases  Lepers  had  to  stay  6  feet  away 
from  anyone  even  their  own  family,  and 
shout  “Unclean,  Unclean”  to  people  who 
passed by. We should treat sin the same way. 
We should get away from it! I Corinthians 15: 
33  is  something  we  have  heard  all  of  our 
lives, but the powerful message it proclaims 
is  still  true.  Do  not  be  deceived:  “Evil  
company  corrupts  good  habits.”  If  you 
enjoyed  your  good  health  then  you  stayed 
away from people who had leprosy. PERIOD!! 
If  we  enjoy,  and  want  to  keep  on  enjoying 
good spiritual health then we stay away from 
carriers of sin. PERIOD!! Unfortunately Men 
offered no cure for that . Only the Lord could 



cure the person who had leprosy. We have an 
uncontrollable, incurable disease called sin. 
It too causes death. Here is what Paul says in 
Romans 6:23.  For the wages of sin is death,  
but  the  gift  of  God is  eternal  life  in  Christ  
Jesus  our  Lord.  The  death  of  Jesus  on  the 
cross is our only cure. Acts 4:11-12.  “This is  
the  'stone  which  was  rejected  by  you  
builders,  which  has  become  the  chief  
cornerstone.' 12 Nor is there salvation in any  
other,  for  there  is  no  other  name  under  
heaven given among men by which we must  
be saved”  When we want to be cured then we 
will listen to who has the truth. It may come 
in the form of a co-worker. It could even come 
in  the  form  of  someone  we  deem 
insignificant, but if they are bringing a cure 
then a cure is a cure. Let's look back at our 
text in 2 Kings 5: 2-3. 2 And the Syrians had  
gone  out  on  raids,  and  had  brought  back  
captive a young girl from the land of Israel.  
She  waited  on  Naaman's  wife.  3  Then  she  



said to her mistress, “If only my master were  
with the prophet who is in Samaria! For he  
would  heal  him  of  his  leprosy.”  I  guess 
Naaman could have said, A servant girl? Ha! 
However,  he  realized  his  condition  was 
serious, and at this point he was willing to 
listen. However in verses 9-11 this exchange 
is made. Then Naaman went with his horses  
and  chariot,  and  he  stood  at  the  door  of  
Elisha's  house.  10  And  Elisha  sent  a  
messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in  
the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall  
be restored to you, and you shall be clean.”  
11  But  Naaman became furious,  and went  
away and said, “Indeed, I said to myself, 'He  
will  surely come out to me, and stand and  
call  on the name of  the Lord his God, and  
wave his hand over the place, and heal the  
leprosy.'  What? Earlier he would have done 
anything for a cure, but yet he pitches a fit 
like  a  2-year  old  because  the  Lord's  way 
doesn't  meet  with his  approval?  But,  before 



we  call  him  crazy  let's  look  at  our  own 
attitude at times. Do we question the simple 
plan of salvation when approached with it? 
Paul warned about this in 2 Timothy 4:3. For  
the time will come when they will not endure  
sound doctrine,  but according to their  own  
desires, because they have itching ears, they  
will  heap up for  themselves  teachers.  True, 
we are in a high tech world where bigger is 
better, but the simple plan of Jesus will never 
change. Anyone can bring the truth. Heb. 13: 
8.
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