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The 36th chapter of Jeremiah records the tragic 
account of a king's vain attempt to destroy the 
word of  God.  In  the  opening  section of  the 
chapter,  Jeremiah,  God's  prophet,  is 
commanded to write down in one volume all 
the predictions he had uttered against Israel, 
Judah, and all the surrounding nations, from 
the beginning of his prophetic ministry.

When  this  is  accomplished,  the  words  of 
Jeremiah  are  then  read  to  all  the  people 
during a general  fast.  When king Jehoiakim 
hears  of  this,  he  sends  for  the  scroll  of 
Jeremiah and commands that  it  be  read to 
him.  The  king  was  so  displeased  with  the 
word of god written by Jeremiah that he cut 
the roll  with a penknife and cast it  into the 
fire. This, however, did not destroy God's word. 
In the last portion of the chapter, Jehoikim is 
punished  by  God  and  removed  from  the 



throne.  Jeremiah  is  commanded  to  write 
another volume to replace the one destroyed 
by the king.
Today,  there  are  those,  who like  the wicked 
king, are displeased with certain things they 
read in God's book. Therefore, they try to “cut 
out”  certain sections of  the Bible  by calling 
them myths or legends. They claim that some 
sections  of  the  Bible  have  a  “cultural  bias,” 
and  therefore  not  binding  today.  Many  so-
called  preacher  have  been  influenced  by 
critics of the Bible who have tried to update 
and modernize the Bible by utilizing a new 
method of interpretation known as “the new 
hermeneutic.”

One  such  preacher  had  been  with  a 
congregation  for  a  few  years  when  he  was 
calle to the bedside of  one of  the members 
who was very sick.  “Perhaps you would like 
me  to  read  and  pray  with  you?”  asked  the 
preacher. “Yes,” replied the man as he took his 
Bible and handed it to the minister. When he 
opened it,  he was shocked at  what  he saw. 
Many  of  the  pages  were  torn  away,  whole 
chapters  were  missing,  and  a  number  of 



verses  were  cut  out.  The  preacher  asked 
reluctantly,  “Haven't  got  a  better  Bible  than 
this?” The man replied, “When you came to 
our church, I believed the entire Book. But as 
soon as you told us that certain sections were 
not true, I removed them. When you said that 
some  stories  were  probably  fiction  and 
referred  to  them as  fables,  I  tore  them out. 
When  you  preached  that  certain  passages 
with cultural bias don' apply today, I snipped 
them out of my Bible. I think if I had another 
year  under  your  teaching,  I  would  have 
nothing but two covers left!”

Such is the effect  of  the liberal  approach to 
the  Bible!  The  critics  have  so  mutilated  the 
Word of God with their “liberal penknife,” that 
there is hardly anything left. They have cut out 
the miracles of the Bible and denied the pre-
existence,  Virgin  Birth  and  Resurrection  of 
Jesus. The account of creation is said to be of 
human  origin  and  there  never  was  such  a 
thing as the world-wide flood as recorded in 
Genesis.  God's  laws  prohibiting 
homosexuality  is  relegated  to  cultural  bias 
and  therefore  not  applicable  in  this 



enlightened age. Passages that restrict the roll 
of  women  in  the  public  assembly  and  in 
leadership  positions  in  the  church  are 
likewise rejected. When the liberal critics are 
through,  there  is  really  nothing  left  of  the 
Bible but the two covers!

These efforts to destroy the Word of  God by 
Jehoiakim's modern counterparts will  be no 
more successful than in the long ago.  Jesus 
said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
my words shall not pass away” (Matt. 24:35). 
On the last day of history, all will be judged by 
all the Word of God, not by the watered-down 
version of the liberals (John 12:48). Those who 
attempt  to silence the message of  God only 
bring  His  displeasure  and  condemnation 
upon themselves.

Friends,  the  good  people  of  Thessolonica, 
received the gospel “not as the word of men 
but as it is in truth, the Word of God” (1 Thess. 
2:13).  Let  us  recognize  that  the  Bible  is  the 
inspired Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16). Let us 
accept  its  claims,  believe  its  facts,  obey  its 
commands and enjoy its promises!




